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FRANKLIN COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Summary WORK SESSION MINUTES
June 29, 2021

6:00 P.M.

BOC:





District 1 Commissioner Robert Franklin
District 2 Commissioner Kyle Foster

District 3 Commissioner Ryan Swails
District 4 Commissioner Eddie Wester
Absent: Chairman Dr. Jason K. Macomson
Media:  
Shane Scoggins, Franklin County Citizen Leader



MJ Kneiser, WLHR via Zoom

Staff:
 
Manager Derrick Turner


County Clerk Kayla Finger

Item 1:
Call meeting to order – Chairman Macomson was not in attendance due to a death in the family. In his absence Commissioner Wester conducted the meeting. Commissioner Wester called the June work session to order and thanked everyone for attending. A quorum was present. Commissioner Wester refrained from voting as presiding chair.
Item 2:
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance – Commissioner Wester led the invocation and pledge of allegiance to the American flag.

Item 3:
Approval of the Agenda – Commissioner Swails motioned to approve the agenda as presented. Commissioner Foster seconded the motion. All were in favor, 3-0.
Item 4: 
Personnel: Manager Turner introduced the new County Marshal, Mr. Freddy Aken
Item 5:
Public Comment: 


Mr. Thomas Bridges, 295 Bridges Road spoke in opposition of the Board voting for the Alcohol Sales referendum. He thanked Commissioner Franklin for speaking against it publicly. 

Mr. Tommy Bentley 1325 Cawthon Road spoke in opposition of the Board voting for the Alcohol Sales referendum. He also thanked Commissioner Franklin for speaking against it publicly.


Mr. Michael Malia, 270 Bold Springs Church Road spoke in opposition of the Board voting for the Alcohol Sales referendum. He also thanked Commissioner Franklin for speaking against it publicly. 

Item 5:
Items for discussion
A. Lavonia Villas - Mr. Andy Ewing: Mr. Ewing, Mr. Andy Camp, and Mr. Jim Chapman gave a presentation to the board for consideration on the proposed Lavonia Villas housing development. Mr. Chapman noted this will not be section-8/low-income housing and rent will be affordable. The housing will be available in different styles: studio single level, ranch style, or townhome. All styles are built of sturdy materials and will be professionally maintained and leased by a third-party company. Mr. Camp reviewed the benefits the Franklin County area would receive if the proposed development got approved.  *See attached presentation for graphics and charts. The board will continue to review this matter.
B. Health Department Fees: Mr. Jon Terry from the Health Department presented the board with the proposed fee changes for the Environmental Health Department. He noted that the fees have not been changed since 2008 and offered to answer any questions from the board. The board will be considering the item for a vote at the regular board meeting, July 12th.
C. Reimbursed Employee Contract: Commissioner Wester presented the resolution regarding the previously discussed State-Paid County-Reimbursed Contract with the DA's office. Commissioner Foster motioned to approve the resolution as presented. Commissioner Franklin seconded the motion. No further discussion. All were in favor, 3-0.
D. IBA Update - Commissioner Foster notified the board that project Klaussen is a new medical supply company that will be located in the industrial park and is projected to produce 100 on-site jobs. The IBA board approved new signage for the industrial park. They also approved to include an invocation and pledge at each meeting and are working with their attorney to implement public comment.  
E. Road closure: Manager Turner reintroduced Mr. Vernon Hanley who is proposing the closure of a portion of Hanley Road where he is a resident. He reviewed the issues he brought before the board previously such as litter and speeding from traffic. He and all of his neighbors on the road signed a document stating they are in favor of the closure. Manager Turner recommended the board proceed with the abandonment of the portion of Hanley Road. Commissioner Franklin motioned to proceed with the process of abandonment of a portion of Hanley Road. Commissioner Foster seconded the motion. No further discussion. All were in favor, 3-0. 
F. Grocery Stores & Retail Shops: Commissioner Wester expressed that he wants to focus the county's attention on attracting grocery and retail stores. He wants to see the county take the next steps to making this happen and get these types of stores here. He stated he receives calls from citizens complaining that they have to drive out of Franklin County to shop for groceries. He noted those are local dollars leaving the county and being spent out of town. He and Commissioner Franklin mentioned reaching out to the state to see if a traffic test could be done to help attract these businesses. Manager Turner agreed that the state would have to help do that kind of study and many businesses also base their decision off of rooftops. 
G. Commercial Industrial Zoning Update: Director DeLozier reviewed the proposed zoning updates to the board. The proposed ordinance is available for public review at the board of commissioner's office. The board will consider the updated zoning revision for a vote at the July 12th meeting.    

Item 6:
Manager's Report:

A. CARES Act: Manager Turner reviewed the ARPF funds that are set to be distributed to Franklin County. He told the board these funds could be used for things like water and sewer infrastructure, and broadband infrastructure. 
Item 7:
Announcements: 


Manager Turner reminded everyone of the Hometown Heroes Event scheduled for November 13, 2021, and the IBA Economic Development Summit and subsequent Leadership Summit. 

Commissioner Franklin announced the bridge off 106 was completed.
Commissioner Swails thanked Director DeLozier for his hard work on the updated Planning and Zoning proposal. 

Commissioner Wester thanked the public for attending the meetings and getting involved in their community. He also reminded everyone of the upcoming Public Hearing at 5:30 PM and Regular Board Meeting at 6:00 PM on July 12th which was moved due to the holiday.

Item 8:
Adjournment
Commissioner Foster made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Swails gave the second. All were in favor, 3-0. 

Signed on the _______________day of _____________________, 2021
-absent-
______________________________________

Chairman Jason K. Macomson
______________________________________ 

Robert L. Franklin, District 1 Commissioner

______________________________________ 

Kyle Foster, District 2 Commissioner

______________________________________ 

Ryan Swails, District 3 Commissioner

______________________________________  

Eddie Wester, District 4 Commissioner

______________________________________  

Kayla Finger, County Clerk


