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You Are Why We Are Here


FRANKLIN COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES
May 2, 2022
6:00 P.M.
Present:
  Chairman Jason K. Macomson  


  District 1 Commissioner Robert Franklin


 
  District 2 Commissioner Kyle Foster 

  
  District 3 Commissioner Ryan Swails 
             
  District 4 Commissioner Eddie Wester 
Media:  
 Shane Scoggins, Franklin Citizen Leader 
 MJ Kneiser, WLHR via Zoom
Staff:

County Manager, Derrick Turner




Planning & Zoning Director, Scott DeLozier



County Clerks, Kayla Finger


County Attorney, Bubba Samuels via Zoom
Item 1: 
Call Meeting to Order – Chairman Macomson called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm and welcomed everyone. 
Item 2:
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance to the American flag: Commissioner Franklin gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Item 3:
Approval of the Agenda: Commissioner Wester made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Commissioner Franklin seconded the motion. No discussion. All were in favor, 4-0.
Item 4:
Personnel Report: None. 
Item 5:
Approval of Minutes:

A. April 4, 2022 Public Hearing

B. April 4, 2022 Budget Hearing

C. April 4, 2022 Regular Board Meeting
D. April 26, 2022 Budget Hearing

E. April 26, 2022 Work Session

Chairman Macomson noted the April 4, 2022 Budget Hearing minutes were not listed on the agenda but were included in the minutes sent to the commissioners and would be considered for approval.
Commissioner Swails made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Commissioner Foster seconded the motion. No discussion. 
All were in favor, 4-0.
Item 6: 
Public Comment: 

Wayne Jr Young, 33 Deer Meadow Estate addressed the board with concerns about a large pothole on his road. He stated that the culvert pipe deteriorated and caved in. Chicken trucks and buses frequently travel down this area raising safety concerns. Mr. Young asked the board to consider implementing speed limit signs and fixing the pothole. 

Chairman Macomson said the board would have staff look into it. 

Guerry Hall, 150 Guerry Hall Road complained about the County Marshal taking up political signs on the side of the roads. Mr. Hall said he asked the Sheriff, who told him that the marshal has no jurisdiction to take them off of the road. 

Chairman Macomson stated the County Marshal is following the law and has the authority to remove any signs in the right-of-way. People may pick up the collected signs from the Marshal’s office.
Item 7:
Items for discussion:
A. Water Issue: Olivia Freeman – Mr. & Ms. Freeman passed out a drawing of the area to the commissioners to be entered into the minutes. There is a county concrete drain that runs from the center of the roadway onto their property causing all the storm water to drain onto the property. The property was once a community lot, then it became private property. Mr. & Mrs. Freeman stated they bought the property knowing the well would have to be fixed. They asked the board to help them find resolution for this drainage issue.
Road Superintendent, Nick Johnson explained that 60ft is the right of way on this highway. He also restated the two recommendations he had previously shared with the Freemans. One option would be to have the property owners build a berm to redirect the drainage back to Skyline Way, or the other option would be for the owners to pay to continue the piping out to Skyline Way to redirect the flow. 

Mr. Freeman said the issue with the piping is the septic field. If they did extend the piping, this would limit the amount of space for a septic field needed for building a house.

Mr. Johnson stated that the county can’t build the berm since it’s not on the right of way and would be on private property. 

Chairman Macomson asked the Freeman's to allow some time for the board to review and talk with staff.
B. Gregory A. Rosser, 353 Ace Casey Rd, Canon, Ga 30520 has filed an application for an Amendment to the Franklin County Zoning Map from Agriculture Intensive (AI) to Highway Business (HB) on a +/- 6.29-acre tract. The property is located on Bryant Park and Bartheda Rd and is further identified as tax parcel 057-060 B, C & D.
Dir. DeLozier restated the application and noted that Mr. Rosser wants to do storage units on the property. The Planning & Zoning Commission and staff recommended approval with no added conditions. 
Chairman Macomson asked if he moves any of the proposed buildings, will he have to come back before the board.

Dir. DeLozier stated he did not. 

Commissioner Wester motioned to approve the application for an Amendment to the Franklin County Zoning Map from Agriculture Intensive (AI) to Highway Business (HB) as presented. Commissioner Foster seconded the motion. No discussion. All were in favor, 4-0.
C. Ridgeline Land Planning, Inc 196 Belaire Court, Winder, Ga 30680 has filed an application for an Amendment to the Franklin County Zoning Map from Agriculture Intensive (AI) to Residential Single Family (RS) on a +/- 23.99 acre tract. The property is located on State Route 326 and is further identified as parcel number 014-045C. 
Chairman Macomson reminded everyone that this item was considered by the board on 4-4-22 and tabled for further consideration. The Planning & Zoning Commission heard the application again and the commission and staff recommended approval. 

Commissioner Wester asked about alternatives to the panhandles. 

Dir. DeLozier explained that developing a subdivision in this manner requires a paved road set to county standards in order to be maintained by the county. If it’s designated to be a private drive it will then bring in the possibility of Homeowner's Associations, and other means of maintenance. 

Commissioner Swails asked if the state okay with this many driveways.
Dir. DeLozier stated they were and that the plans were sent to GDOT and there will be some shared driveways that will split at the property lines. The DOT will regulate all driveways. 

Chairman Macomson asked about possible flooding.
Dir. DeLozier noted that all of that property is designated as part of the Hudson River basin. Soil & erosion control work will have to be done. Several planning and zoning members visited the site and were satisfied that this property was not the issue. 

Commissioner Swails motioned to deny the application from Ridgeline Land Planning, Inc. to rezone from Agriculture Intensive to Residential Single Family on parcel number 014-045C. Commissioner Franklin seconded the motion. No further discussion. All were in favor, 4-0.
D. Ridgeline Land Planning, Inc 196 Belaire Court, Winder, Ga 30680 has filed a variance application for an increase in panhandle length on a flag lot on a +/- 23.99 acre tract. The property is located on State Route 326 and is further identified as parcel number 014-045C. 
Chairman Macomson announced that since the prior application by the same applicant was denied, this makes item D a moot point and called for a tabling of that item. 

Commissioner Foster motioned to table the Ridgeline Land Planning, Inc. variance request as presented. Commissioner Swails seconded the motion. All were in favor, 4-0.

E. Final Plat Review for May Lane Estates: Dir. DeLozier reminded the board that the preliminary plat was approved last year and this would just be a final plat approval decision. The final plat was provided to the board prior to the meeting for review. There were no questions from the commissioners. 
Commissioner Wester motioned to approve the final plat for May Lane estates as presented. Commissioner Foster seconded the motion. No discussion, the motion passed 3-1 with Commissioner Franklin voting against. 

F. Unified Development Code Update: Dir. DeLozier stated that on May 19th the UDC will go before the planning and zoning commission and on June 6th it will go before the Board of Commissioners at the regular board meeting. He stated that he will email the document to the commissioners because it is such a large file. He will also upload the draft version to the website soon. There will be a public hearing where citizens can hear the presentation and have an opportunity to ask questions. He noted that the public are always welcome to come meet with him prior to the meeting with any questions or concerns. 

Item 8:
Managers' Report: Manager Turner stated that financial policies are in the works for operational purposes. They plan to have something prepared to go before board at upcoming work session and approve in the June regular board meeting. As of right now, there are about 20-25 policies to update/implement. 

Item 9:
Announcements: 
Manager Turner reminded everyone of the upcoming National Day of Prayer on Thursday May 5th 12 PM courthouse. The final Budget Hearing will take place at 5:30 prior to the May Work Session on May 31. He anticipates potential approval of the proposed FY23 budget at June Regular Board Meeting.

Commissioner Wester clarified that the airport authority forensic audit only covered years 2012-2018 and does not reflect on members of the current board. 
Item 10:
Adjourn


Commissioner Wester made a motion to adjourn. 



Commissioner Foster seconded the motion.



All were in favor, 4-0. 
Signed on the _____________ day of _____________________, 2022
__________________________________

Chairman Jason K. Macomson
____________________________________ 

Robert L. Franklin, District 1 Commissioner

____________________________________ 

Kyle Foster, District 2 Commissioner

_____________________________________ 

Ryan Swails, District 3 Commissioner

___________________________________  

Eddie Wester, District 4 Commissioner

___________________________________

Kayla Finger, Clerk
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