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You Are Why We Are Here


FRANKLIN COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES
January 4, 2021
6:00 P.M.
Present:
  Chairman Jason K. Macomson  



  District 1 Commissioner Robert Franklin


 
  District 2 Commissioner Kyle Foster 

  
  District 3 Commissioner Ryan Swails

             
  District 4 Commissioner Eddie Wester 
Media:  
  Shane Scoggins, Franklin County Citizen via Zoom


  MJ Kneiser, WLHR via Zoom
Staff:
 
  Interim County Manager, Terry Harris


  Planning Director, Scott DeLozier


 County Clerk, Kayla Finger
Guest:

County Attorney, Bubba Samuels


Item 1: 
Call Meeting to Order – Chairman Macomson called the meeting to order at 6:20 pm and welcomed everyone. 
Item 2:
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance to the American flag: Commissioner Wester gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance
Item 3:
Approval of the Agenda: Commissioner Wester made a motion to amend the agenda to include item 7K for Double Churches Fire Station's request for help with a GMRC grant. Commissioner Swails seconded the motion. No discussion. All were in favor, 4-0.
Item 4:
Personnel Report: Introduction of new county marshal, Matt Hailey
Item 5:
Approval of Minutes:

A. December 7, 2020 Public Hearing

B. December 7, 2020 Regular Board Meeting
C. December 15, 2020 Special Joint Called Meeting Minutes
Commissioner Wester made a motion to accept all the minutes as presented. Commissioner Foster seconded the motion. No discussion. 
All were in favor, 4-0.
Item 6:
Public Comment: none
Items for discussion:
A. Brian Devine, 235 Hembree Park Dr, Roswell, Ga, has filed an application for a Conditional Use Permit to build a 199 ft wireless communications tower on a 5-acre tract. The property is located at 50 Jim Grizzle Rd and is further identified as Tax Parcel 040-068.
Commissioner Wester made a motion to approve the request with the recommended conditions as presented. Commissioner Franklin seconded the motion. No discussion. All were in favor, 4-0.
B. Aubery Lunsford, 2234 Careytown Rd, Royston, GA, has filed an application for a Conditional Use Permit to build a six-house poultry farm on a 145.64-acre tract. The property is located at 3309 Careytown Rd and is further identified as Tax Parcels 040-022A & 032-046. 
Commissioner Swails made a motion to approve the conditional use permit as presented. Commissioner Franklin seconded the motion. Commissioner Wester commented thanking Mr. Lunsford's son for his service to our country. All were in favor, 4-0.
C. Aubery Lunsford, 2234 Careytown Rd, Royston, GA has filed an application to rezone from AI (Agriculture Intensive) to RS (Residential Single Family) on a 8.0-acre tract and a 8.0 acre tract. The properties are located on South Fairview Rd and are further identified as Tax Parcels 054-004A & 054-004C.
Commissioner Wester motioned to approve the rezoning request with the conditions presented. Commissioner Foster seconded the motion. No discussion. All were in favor, 4-0.
D. Aubery Lunsford, 2234 Careytown Rd, Royston, GA has filed an application for a proposed subdivision of an 8.00-acre tract and an 8.00-acre tract. The properties are located on South Fairview Rd and are further identified as Tax Parcels 054-004A & 054-004C.
Commissioner Foster motioned to approve the application with the conditions presented. Commissioner Swails seconded the motion. No discussion. All were in favor, 4-0.
E. Clifford Greenway, 381 Sims Bridge Rd, Commerce, Ga, has filed an application for a Conditional Use Permit to build a two-house poultry farm on a 25.15-acre tract. The property is located at 1579 Stonebridge Rd and is further identified as Tax Parcel 054-044.
Chairman Macomson recused himself from this item to avoid any pretense of conflict of interest since he is related to the citizen filing the request and left the room for this portion of the meeting. 

Commissioner Swails motioned to table the application until a letter of intent can be produced, when such letter is produced the matter will be re-addressed at the next meeting if there are no significant changes to the initial plans. If there are significant changes, the request will need to go back before the planning and zoning board before coming before the board of commissioners again. Commissioner Foster seconded the motion. No discussion. All were in favor, 4-0.
F. Financial Audit 2020: Commissioner Swails motioned to allow Interim Manager Harris to pursue a contractual agreement with Rushton and Associates, provided there is no conflict of interest from our previous contract with Duncan & Kitchens. This motion also included that we pursue any money due back to the county from Duncan & Kitchens. Commissioner Franklin seconded the motion. All were in favor, 4-0.
G. Executive Session – Personnel/County Manager Applications
Commissioner Wester motioned to enter into executive session to discuss personnel matters. Commissioner Swails seconded the motion. All were in favor, 4-0.

Commissioner Wester motioned to end executive session and resume the regular meeting. Commissioner Franklin seconded the motion. All were in favor, 4-0.
H. County Attorney Appointment

Commissioner Swails motioned to appoint Bubba Samuels to the position of Count Attorney with a retainer. Commissioner Franklin seconded the motion. All were in favor, 4-0.
I. County Clerk Appointment: Commissioner Wester motioned to reappoint Mrs. Kayla Finger to the position of county clerk. Commissioner Swails seconded the motion. All were in favor, 4-0.
J. Interim Managers' Report: Terry Harris updated the board that the LMIG had been received and was $543,955.74. The county will be required to make a 30% match. Bids will be put out soon for the proposed LMIG projects. Work has been steadily progressing on the Veteran's Memorial Plaza. The county will be using Nelco for W-2 printing, mailing, & filing. 
County Attorney Samuels updated the board of the changes regarding upcoming jury trials. Judge Malcolm announced that the Chief Justice has extended the emergency order for court operations, and any jury trials will be postponed at least until March, unless there are any other changes. The board will need to approve a contract for the lease of the CES building in February. Should a change in the judicial orders occur calling for court to begin in February, the board can approve the lease at January's work session at the end of the month.
K. Double Churches GMRC Grant Assistance: Commissioner Franklin motioned to approve the Chairman assisting Double Churches with the grant from GMRC. Commissioner Foster seconded the motion. All were in favor, 4-0.
Item 7:
Announcements: 

Chairman Macomson announced that 30 applications had been received thus far for the advertised county manager position. The board will begin reviewing applications for potential interviews. The board will hold a called meeting on January 11, 2021 at 6:00 pm.


Chairman Macomson also briefed the board that the Health Department is currently in phase 1a of the vaccination rollout for Covid-19 and recommended that individuals consider wearing masks in public, and consider whether or not to obtain the covid-19 vaccine when it becomes available.  He said he participated in the Moderna vaccine trial in the Fall and believed the vaccine to be safe and effective.  He thanked the Law Enforcement, 9-11, EMS, first responders, and firefighters who are on the frontline of the covid-19 response.
Chairman Macomson reported that GRP recently applied to the Georgia EPD for a renewal of their wastewater permit.  The EPD is currently soliciting public comment through January 15, 2021.  The chairman wrote to EPD in December 2020 about the possibility of holding a local public hearing on the permit renewal, but with Covid-19, a public hearing may no longer be possible.
In closing, the Chairman reminded everyone who hasn't done so already to vote in tomorrow's runoff election.  He congratulated the Elections and Registration Board on their handling of the elections and noted that during the recent presidential recounts, Franklin County found zero errors between the initial count and the hand recount.  He said that he had confidence that in Franklin County, every vote will count and every vote will be counted.
Chairman Macomson reminded everyone that picture day for county officials and employees is on Wednesday, and to please remember to be there at their appointment times and dress professionally.
Commissioner Swails echoed the chairman's comments about wearing masks and considering vaccines, and thanked emergency workers and healthcare workers for their efforts in the fight against Covid-19.
Commissioner Wester thanked and welcomed the chairman for coming on the board in the role of Chairman, as well as welcomed Commissioner Foster.
Item 8:
Adjourn


Commissioner Wester made a motion to adjourn. 



Commissioner Franklin seconded the motion.



All were in favor, 4-0.

Signed on the _______________day of _____________________, 2020
__________________________________

Chairman Jason K. Macomson
____________________________________ 

Robert L. Franklin, District 1 Commissioner

____________________________________ 

Kyle Foster, District 2 Commissioner

_____________________________________ 

Ryan Swails, District 3 Commissioner

___________________________________  

Eddie Wester, District 4 Commissioner

___________________________________

Kayla Finger, Clerk
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