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You Are Why We Are Here


FRANKLIN COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
PUBLIC HEARING PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE RATE MINUTES
July 29, 2021
6:00 P.M.
Present:
  Chairman Jason K. Macomson  



  District 1 Commissioner Robert Franklin


 
  District 2 Commissioner Kyle Foster 

  
  District 3 Commissioner Ryan Swails

             
  District 4 Commissioner Eddie Wester 
Media:  
  Shane Scoggins, Franklin County Citizen 


  MJ Kneiser, WLHR via Zoom
Staff:
 
  County Manager, Derrick Turner 


  County Clerk, Kayla Finger
Item 1: 
Call Meeting to Order – Chairman Macomson called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm and welcomed everyone. 
Item 2:
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance to the American flag: Commissioner Franklin gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Item 3: 
Approval of the Agenda: Commissioner Wester made a motion to approve the Public Hearing Agenda with an amendment to include item 4-B Public Comment. Commissioner Franklin seconded the motion. No discussion. All were in favor, 4-0. 
Item 4:
Items for discussion:
A. Property Tax Millage Rate: Manager Turner provided the board with three options for consideration:
a. Option One:  Leave the millage rate at the current levels of 11.700 for the incorporated areas and 10.553 for the unincorporated areas in the county.  If the millage rate is left the same, because of inflationary growth in the tax digest over the last year, this would represent a tax increase of approximately 4% for this year.

b. Option Two:  Reduce the millage rate to the rollback rate, which would eliminate the tax increase due to inflationary growth in the digest.  Under this option, the millage would decrease to about 11.144 for the incorporated areas and 10.263 for the unincorporated areas.  At this level, the effective tax rate would be the same as last year and there would be no tax increase.

c. Option Three:  Reduce the millage rate by 1/4 mil beyond the rollback rate.  This is what the board chose to do last year.  This would represent a marginal tax reduction and the millage would decrease to about 10.894 for the incorporated areas and 10.013 for the unincorporated areas.
Manager Turner noted that the board should consider how these choices either maintaining or rolling back could potentially impact current service delivery to the county. He also mentioned avoiding situations where rollbacks one year could potentially result in the need for larger, more significant increases in future years, depending on economic conditions and growth.
Commissioner Swails asked that information be provided on what the effects of raising or lowering the millage rate would have on the average household tax bill. Manager Turner stated he did not have that information right in front of him, but estimated it to be $10-20 for a $200,000 home. 

B. Public Comment: None.

Item 5.
Adjournment:
Chairman Macomson adjourned the hearing at 6:16 PM

Chairman Macomson reminded everyone that the Board will meet again next Monday, August 2, 2021, at 5:30 pm for a public hearing and again at 6:00 pm for the regular board meeting, at the Justice Center in Carnesville.

The next public hearing for the property tax millage rate is set for August 5, 2021, at 6:00 pm at the Justice Center in Carnesville.
Signed on the _______________day of _____________________, 2021
_______________________________________

Chairman Jason K. Macomson

_______________________________________ 

Robert L. Franklin, District 1 Commissioner

_______________________________________ 

Kyle Foster, District 2 Commissioner

_______________________________________ 

Ryan Swails, District 3 Commissioner

_______________________________________  

Eddie Wester, District 4 Commissioner

_______________________________________  
Kayla Finger, County Clerk
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