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You Are Why We Are Here


FRANKLIN COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES
April 4, 2022
7:30 P.M.
Present:
  Chairman Jason K. Macomson  


  District 1 Commissioner Robert Franklin


 
  District 2 Commissioner Kyle Foster 

  
  District 3 Commissioner Ryan Swails via Zoom
             
  District 4 Commissioner Eddie Wester 
Media:  
 Shane Scoggins, Franklin Citizen Leader 
 MJ Kneiser, WLHR via Zoom
Staff:

County Manager, Derrick Turner




Planning & Zoning Director, Scott DeLozier



County Attorney, Bubba Samuels
Item 1: 
Call Meeting to Order – Chairman Macomson called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm and welcomed everyone. 
Item 2:
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance to the American flag: Commissioner Wester gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Item 3:
Approval of the Agenda: Commissioner Foster made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Commissioner Wester seconded the motion. No discussion. All were in favor, 4-0.
Item 4:
Personnel Report: None. 
Item 5:
Approval of Minutes:

A. March 7, 2022 Public Hearing

B. March 7, 2022 Regular Board Meeting
C. March 14, 2022 Special Called Meeting

D. March 29, 2022 Work Session

Chairman Macomson noted the following corrections to be made to the minutes from the March 7th regular board meeting:

 Item B:  SPLOST Allocation to the Fire Departments.  The wording makes it seem we've given them a new additional allocation.  We need to clarify that we are providing a total SPLOST V allocation of $175,000.00 to each fire department, and any SPLOST V expenditures already made would be deducted from the total allocation.

Item C:  This states that the total rural fire department payment is $48,732.00.  The total payment for all rural fire departments is $341,124.00.  The total for each rural department is $48,723.00.  We need to clarify this, because the current wording is not clear.  A similar total is given for city fire departments that includes the total for all city departments, so we need to structure the description the same way for the rural fire departments. 
Commissioner Wester made a motion to accept all the minutes with the corrections as read by Chairman Macomson. Commissioner Franklin seconded the motion. No discussion. 
All were in favor, 4-0.
Item 6: 
Public Comment: None. 
Item 7:
Items for discussion:
A. Corridor Development Inc, 1550 N. Brown Rd, Suite 125, Lawrenceville, Ga 30043 has filed an application for an Amendment to the Franklin County Zoning Map from Agriculture Intensive (AI) to Residential Multi-Family (RM) on a +/- 47.48 acre tract. The property is located at the intersection of Hwy 51 and Hwy 59 and further identified as parcel number 021-013 and a portion of parcel number 021-014.
B. Corridor Development Inc, 1550 N. Brown Rd, Suite 125, Lawrenceville, Ga 30043 has filed a variance application for an increase in density, an increase in the number of units allowed per building, as well as a front, side and rear setback variance for a Residential Multi-Family Development on a +/- 47.48 acre tract. The property is located at the intersection of Hwy 51 and Hwy 59 and further identified as parcel number 021-013 and a portion of parcel number 021-014.

C. Corridor Development Inc, 1550 N. Brown Rd, Suite 125, Lawrenceville, Ga 30043 has filed an application for an Amendment to the Franklin County Zoning Map from Agriculture Intensive (AI) to Highway Business (HB) on a +/- 5.00 acre tract. The property is located at the intersection of Hwy 51 and Hwy 59 and further identified as parcel number 021-014.
Director DeLozier restated the three applications for the board outlining the numerous variance requests from the applicant.

-Variance request to increase density from 8 to 8.4 units. The planning and zoning board recommended to deny.

-Variance request to increase 4 units to 6 units per building. The planning and zoning board recommended to deny.

-Variance request to decrease the front setback from 50 ft to 15 ft The planning and zoning board recommended to deny.

-Variance request to reduce the side yard setback from 20ft to 10ft. The planning and zoning board recommended to deny.

-Variance Request to reduce the rear setback from 50ft to 25ft. The planning and zoning board recommended to deny, but they are willing to allow a reduction up to 35ft which is the lowest recorded reduction the board has allowed before. 

-Rezone Request from Ag–Intensive to Residential Multi-Family. The planning and zoning commission recommended approval with the condition that developers follow guidelines set forth by the county. 

-Rezoning Request from Ag-Intensive to Highway Business. The planning and zoning board recommended denying, but staff recommends approval.
Commissioner Wester motioned to deny the Corridor Development rezoning application from Ag-Intensive to Residential Multi-Family for parcel number 021-013 and a portion of parcel number 021-014. Commissioner Foster seconded the motion. No further discussion. All were in favor, 4-0.

Chairman Macomson re-read item B: Corridor Development Inc, 1550 N. Brown Rd, Suite 125, Lawrenceville, Ga 30043 has filed a variance application for an increase in density, an increase in the number of units allowed per building, as well as a front, side and rear setback variance for a Residential Multi-Family Development on a +/- 47.48 acre tract. The property is located at the intersection of Hwy 51 and Hwy 59 and further identified as parcel number 021-013 and a portion of parcel number 021-014 and requested the board table this item since item A was denied. 
Commissioner Foster made a motion to table item B as read by the Chairman. Commissioner Wester seconded the motion. No further discussion. All were in favor, 4-0. 
Director DeLozier reviewed item C: Corridor Development Inc, 1550 N. Brown Rd, Suite 125, Lawrenceville, Ga 30043 has filed an application for an Amendment to the Franklin County Zoning Map from Agriculture Intensive (AI) to Highway Business (HB) on a +/- 5.00 acre tract. The property is located at the intersection of Hwy 51 and Hwy 59 and further identified as parcel number 021-014. This would be a commercial space consisting of a convenience store and retail space with possible restaurants and storage units. The planning and zoning board recommended denial and staff recommended approval. 

Commissioner Franklin motioned to deny the application from Corridor Development to amend the Franklin County Zoning Map from Agriculture Intensive (AI) to Highway Business (HB) on parcel number 021-014. Commissioner Wester seconded the motion. No further discussion. All were in favor, 4-0.
D. Ridgeline Land Planning, Inc 196 Belaire Court, Winder, Ga 30680 has filed an application for an Amendment to the Franklin County Zoning Map from Agriculture Intensive (AI) to Residential Single Family (RS) on a +/- 23.99 acre tract. The property is located on State Route 326 and is further identified as parcel number 014-045C.
E. Ridgeline Land Planning, Inc 196 Belaire Court, Winder, Ga 30680 has filed a variance application for an increase in panhandle length on a flag lot on a +/- 23.99 acre tract. The property is located on State Route 326 and is further identified as parcel number 014-045C.

Director DeLozier re-summarized the application for the board. The planning and zoning board recommended tabling the rezoning and variance requests. Staff agreed with this recommendation.

Commissioner Wester motioned to table item E. Ridgeline Land Planning, Inc 196 Belaire Court, Winder, Ga 30680 has filed an application for an Amendment to the Franklin County Zoning Map from Agriculture Intensive (AI) to Residential Single Family (RS) on a +/- 23.99 acre tract. The property is located on State Route 326 and is further identified as parcel number 014-045C as recommended by the planning and zoning board and staff. Commissioner Foster seconded the motion. No further discussion. All were in favor, 4-0.

Chairman Macomson asked Attorney Samuels if the application goes back to planning and zoning if the board tables the application. Mr. Samuels verified that was correct.

Commissioner Foster motioned to table item F: Ridgeline Land Planning, Inc 196 Belaire Court, Winder, Ga 30680 has filed a variance application for an increase in panhandle length on a flag lot on a +/- 23.99 acre tract. The property is located on State Route 326 and is further identified as parcel number 014-045C as recommended by the planning and zoning commission and staff. Commissioner Wester seconded the motion. No further discussion. All were in favor, 4-0.
F. National Library Week Proclamation – Guest Speaker Maggie West, Branch Manager Franklin County Libraries

Ms. West briefly updated the board on recent activities, events, and services provided by the local library branches of Franklin County.

Commissioner Foster motioned to approve the proclamation declaring the week of April 3-9, 2022 National Library Week. Commissioner Franklin seconded the motion. All were in favor, 4-0.

G. Subdivision Moratorium: Chairman Macomson stated that the board voted at a special called meeting on March 14th to approve a moratorium on subdivisions for 90-days. Based on the consensus of the board at the March 29th work session the board decided not to pursue a zoning text amendment to increase minimum lot sizes. Instead, the board will review proposed zoning changes to the Unified Development Code in the next few months. There have also been unintended consequences causing inconveniences to citizens wishing to split land. The UDC will address many of the issues and concerns of impending growth and the county will always hear applications of any proposed developments.  
Commissioner Foster motioned to approve the resolution ending the previously approved 90-day moratorium on subdivisions, effective immediately. Commissioner Wester seconded the motion. No further discussion. The board voted 3-1 with Commissioner Franklin voting in opposition. 

H. Fees:
i. Impact Fees

ii. Tap Fees

iii. Culvert Fees

Director DeLozier updated the board with a proposal to the consulting contract for revising the zoning ordinance to include impact fees not to exceed $36,018.00, & not to exceed 12 months. 

Commissioner Wester asked about impact fees for the school system. Attorney Samuels will follow up with the school.

Commissioner Wester motioned to approve to authorize the addition of $36,018.00 to the current consultant contract for inclusion of development of impact fees, with the stipulation that completion is not to exceed 12 months. Commissioner Foster seconded the motion. No further discussion. All were in favor, 4-0.

Manager Turner briefly reviewed water enterprise fees as previously discussed during the March work session. We are looking to increase our rates to cover costs and be more in line with other surrounding counties. The county currently charges $750 for ¾" pipe, with a proposed increase to $1,500. We don't currently have sewer tap fees so we will be implementing those as well to get on par with the surrounding cities. The county is currently losing money on pipe fees and installation and the proposed increases would help the county break even. A chart of the proposed increases was provided to the board and will be attached to the minutes. 

Commissioner Franklin made a motion to approve the proposed rate increases for water enterprise fees. Commissioner Foster seconded the motion. No further discussion. All were in favor, 4-0. 
I. EMS Council Appointment: Manager Turner recommended reappointment of Mr. Terry Harris with a term of January 2022- Jan 2025. Commissioner Foster made a motion to appoint Mr. Terry Harris to the region two EMS advisory council. Commissioner Wester seconded the motion. No further discussion. All were in favor, 4-0.
J. LMIG 2022: Bids were reviewed publicly at the March work session. Manager Turner reviewed the two options for the commissioners: Option one does offers more surface coverage and would cost an additional $156,647 that would have to be allocated to this project. The overall cost of the Option two would be more patchwork. 
Commissioner Wester motioned to award LMIG 2022 projects bid to Stratton & Sons with option one, as staff recommended with an additional cost of $157,647 to be allocated to this project. Commissioner Foster seconded the motion. No further discussion. All were in favor, 4-0. Copies of the bids are available to the public. 

K. ROTH Retirement: Manager Turner explained this will be an additional option for staff. The county currently has a 401 A and a 457 pre-tax plan. The ROTH plan would essentially be a 457 post-tax option for employees to take out for retirement and would cost the county an additional approximate $40,000 a year. 
Commissioner Swails motioned to adopt the ROTH retirement plan option. Commissioner Wester seconded the motion. No further discussion. All were in favor, 4-0.

L. Election IGA's: The intergovernmental agreements for elections services with the cities: Canon, Carnesville, Franklin Springs, are up for renewal. The City of Royston will be reinstating services with the county this year. The contract places cost and liability of election services on the county. The City of Lavonia is not yet up for renewal. Manager Turner expressed his excitement to be working with Royston elections again. 
Commissioner Franklin motioned to adopt the intergovernmental agreement for the county to provide election services for the City of Canon. Commissioner Foster seconded the motion. No further discussion. All were in favor, 4-0.

Commissioner Franklin motioned to adopt the intergovernmental agreement for the county to provide election services for the City of Carnesville. Commissioner Foster seconded the motion. No further discussion. All were in favor, 4-0.

Commissioner Wester motioned to adopt the intergovernmental agreement for the county to provide election services for the City of Franklin Springs. Commissioner Franklin seconded the motion. No further discussion. All were in favor, 4-0.

Commissioner Franklin motioned to adopt the intergovernmental agreement for the county to provide election services for the City of Royston. Commissioner Wester seconded the motion. No further discussion. All were in favor, 4-0.

Item 8:
Managers' Report: None
Item 9:
Announcements: 
Manager Turner thanked the Freddy Akins, County Marshal for his hard work and attention to detail in regard to code enforcement no matter how small the offense may be. The board echoed these sentiments. 
Chairman Macomson gave an update on the recent report from a citizen regarding 911 response time. An investigation revealed that the citizen’s 911 call was picked up by a cell tower in South Carolina and had to be relayed back to a local 911 center there, before being rerouted to Franklin County.  The Franklin County 911 center staff handled the call appropriately and followed all operating procedures. Chairman Macomson apologized for the difficulties encountered and offered condolences on behalf of the board and county.

Commissioner Foster thanked the marshal for his hard work and the 911 dispatchers.
Commissioner Swails thanked Ms. Maggie West with the Library Board for the awesome job she does. He expressed his thankfulness for the Library System and the libraries in Franklin County. He also addressed the funding needs of the library and encouraged the board to explore options to help. 
Item 10:
Adjourn


Commissioner Wester made a motion to adjourn. 



Commissioner Foster seconded the motion.



All were in favor, 4-0. 
Signed on the _____________ day of _____________________, 2022
__________________________________

Chairman Jason K. Macomson
____________________________________ 

Robert L. Franklin, District 1 Commissioner

____________________________________ 

Kyle Foster, District 2 Commissioner

_____________________________________ 

Ryan Swails, District 3 Commissioner

___________________________________  

Eddie Wester, District 4 Commissioner

___________________________________

Kayla Finger, Clerk
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